Abstract: Th e paper deals with a Letter of rights for persons arrested on the basis of a European arrest warrant, a novelty introduced by the Directive 2012/13/ EU on the right to information in criminal proceedings. Th e Directive stipulates that Member States of the EU shall ensure that persons who are arrested for the purpose of the execution of an European arrest warrant are provided promptly with appropriate Letter of rights containing information on their rights according to the law implementing the Framework Decision 2002/584/JHA on the European arrest warrant in the executing Member State. Th e paper is divided into three sections. First section presents fundamental knowledge on starting points of the letter of rights. Further, second section analyses its legal basis, i.e. Directive 2012/13/EU. Th e last third section introduces an indicative model of letter of rights.
Introduction
In May 2012 was adopted the Directive 2012/13/EU on the right to information in criminal proceedings 2 (hereinaft er 'Directive'), which has impact on the European arrest warrant (hereinaft er 'EAW').
3 It introduces two novelties -fi rst -a Letter of rights on arrest, which shall apply to criminal proceedings in general, and -second -a Letter of rights for persons arrested on the basis of an EAW, which shall apply to surrender proceedings under the Framework Decision 2002/584/ JHA on the EAW and the surrender procedures between Member States. 4 As far as the surrender proceedings are concerned, the Directive stipulates that Member States of the EU shall ensure that persons who are arrested for the purpose of the execution of an EAW are provided promptly with appropriate Letter of rights containing information on their rights according to the law implementing the Framework Decision 2002/584/JHA on the EAW in the executing Member State. Member States of the EU shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative provisions necessary to comply with the Directive by 2 June 2014.
As is obvious, the article deals with the Letter of rights for persons arrested on the basis of an EAW, a novelty introduced by the aforementioned Directive. It is divided into three sections. Section 1 presents fundamental knowledge on starting points of the letter of rights. Further, section 2 analyses its legal basis, i.e. Directive 2012/13/EU on the right to information in criminal proceedings. Th e last section 3 presents an indicative model of letter of rights.
Starting Points of the Letter of Rights
Letter of rights for persons arrested on the basis of the EAW is a result of the development of political and legal documents introduced and presented by the top EU institutions. information in criminal proceedings, introducing the B measure. Moreover, the European Commission has introduced a Proposal for a Directive on the right of access to a lawyer in criminal proceedings and on the right to communicate upon arrest 13 , in connection to the C measure. Furthermore, it introduced also a Green Paper on the application of EU criminal justice legislation in the fi eld of detention 14 , in connection to the F measure. 15 As far as the D and E measures are concerned, no proposals have been introduced.
Legal Basis: Directive 2012/13/EU on the Right to Information in Criminal Proceedings
Broadly speaking, the right to information has been recognised as a fundamental human right. 16 In the Criminal law area, the right to information is considered to be a crucial aspect of the overall right to defend oneself. 17 Th e Directive is based on the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU, which stipulates that minimum rules concerning the rights of individuals in criminal proceedings may be adopted by means of directives to the extent necessary to facilitate mutual recognition of judgments and judicial decisions and police and judicial co-operation in criminal matters having a cross-border dimension. 20 It should be explained why the EU is better placed to take action than its Member States. Th e EU is establishing its own, unique system of judicial cooperation based on the principle of mutual recognition throughout the EU. 21 Such a novel system calls for a guarantee of uniformly high standards of fundamental procedural rights protection in the EU. Considering that there is wide variation between Member States on the content, means and timing of information on rights and on the charge provided to suspects and accused persons, it is unlikely that Member States acting individually would be able to establish a suffi ciently consistent standard of provision of information. Th ere are no indications that Member States would provide for raising and approximation of standards of informing accused persons of the charge against them. Whilst a majority of Member States of the EU already use largely identical means of informing accused persons of the charge, there is still signifi cant variance in the precise way and timing of the provision of this information which leads to a divergence of standards in relation to this information across the EU. 25 as interpreted by the European Court of Human Rights. However, as shown, it lays down minimum rules with respect to the information on rights of suspects or accused persons. Member States may extend the rights set out in the Directive in order to provide a higher level of protection also in situations not explicitly dealt with in the Directive. Th e level of protection should never fall below the standards provided by the European Convention on Human Rights as interpreted in the case-law of the European Court of Human Rights. On the one hand, this is without prejudice to information to be given on other procedural rights arising out of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU 26 , the European Convention on Human Rights, national law and applicable EU law as interpreted by the relevant courts and tribunals. On the other hand, once the information about a particular right has been provided, the competent authorities should not be required to reiterate it, unless the specifi c circumstances of the case or the specifi c rules laid down in national law so require.
As far as the scope of the Directive is concerned, it applies from the time persons are made aware by the competent authorities of a Member State that they are suspected or accused of having committed a criminal off ence until the conclusion of the proceedings. Th us, it applies until the fi nal determination of the question whether the suspect or accused person has committed the criminal off ence, including, where applicable, sentencing and the resolution of any appeal. Where the law of a Member State provides for the imposition of a sanction regarding minor off ences by an authority other than a court having jurisdiction in criminal matters, and the imposition of such a sanction may be appealed to such a court, the Directive shall apply only to the proceedings before that court, following such an appeal. 27 Th e Directive stipulates rules on certain rights, namely: right to information about rights; right to letter of rights on arrest; right to letter of rights in EAW proceedings; right to information about the accusation; right of access to the materials of the case; and right to verifi cation and remedies. However, the provisions on Letter of rights in EAW proceedings do not include standards regarding language. Analogically, taking into account provisions on the Letter of rights on arrest, which shall apply to criminal proceedings in general, persons arrested on the basis of the EAW should receive the Letter of rights written in a language that they understand. Where a Letter of rights is not available in the appropriate language, they should be informed of their rights orally in a language that they understand. A Letter of rights in a language that they understand should then be given to them without undue delay. 30 Th us, the Directive does not require maternal language (one's native language). It is suffi cient a language that a person understand. In comparison, in case of the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, everyone who is arrested shall be informed promptly, in a language which he understands, of the reasons for his arrest and of any charge against him.
31

Conclusion
As far the European arrest warrant is concerned, the Directive 2012/13/EU on the right to information in criminal proceedings introduces a novelty -a Letter of rights for persons arrested on the basis of an European arrest warrant, which shall apply to surrender proceedings under the Framework Decision 2002/584/JHA on the European arrest warrant and the surrender procedures between Member States.
Letter of rights for persons arrested on the basis of the European arrest warrant is a result of the development of political and legal documents introduced and presented by the top EU institutions. Th e Council of the EU adopted a Roadmap for strengthening procedural rights of suspected or accused persons in criminal proceedings. Under the Roadmap, action should be taken at the level of the EU in order to strengthen the rights of suspected or accused persons in criminal proceedings. As a consequence, in May 2012 was adopted aforementioned directive. 
